
Noon Bible Study: Genesis 13
In our last chapter, we witnessed the call of Abram. God called this man out of his land, away from his family and pointing 
him towards an unknown destination that the LORD would guide him towards. Abram arrives with his wife (Sarai), his nephew 
Lot (who’s father had died), and the other members of his human and livestock caravan.  Abram heads towards Canaan and will 
learn more about this tremendous offer from the LORD. 

While in Canaan the LORD visits Abram and tells him of his plans. God wants to bless and favor Abram and give the land of 
Canaan to be the possession of Abram’s descendants. He promises to protect him and make him (“his name”) great.  Abram only 
needs to believe this promise from God and follow God’s leading.  And that is exactly what Abram does.  And through this we 
learn about faith.

A famine in the land will move Abram’s crew to Egypt where we discover that the call of God upon Abram’s life is not based on 
Abram’s perfect behavior and through this we learn about grace.  Abram and Sarai are banished from Egypt and head back 
towards Canaan.  And that bring us to Genesis 13.

Genesis 13:1-4 - Abram Returns To Canaan

Abram returns to the land of Canaan, specifically to the place where God had first appeared to Him (near Bethel). 
 Abram returns to the altar he had built (Genesis 12:7). The word “Bethel” literally means “House Of God”. 

Abram’s return to the altar near Bethel is a return to the LORD in more than just his physical location. At the 
altar he “calls upon the name of the LORD” which is a biblical expression of worship and prayer.  The text doesn’t 
give intimate details, but following the incidents of Egypt where Abram feared for his own life (12:12-13) (not to 
mention Sarai’s experience!), one can imagine a return to the altar to “call upon the name of the LORD” was in 
order.

During this era there is no permanent location for the worship of the LORD, like there will be later at Jerusalem’s 
temple.  Altars would be built in personally significant locations and it was at these altars that the LORD would 
be worshipped. Noah got off the ark and built and altar.  Abram is called by the LORD and builds an altar.  They 
would offer burnt animal sacrifices on these altars of wood and stone as a “sacrificial offering” of their 
gratitude, of their worship and their recognition of the LORD and his power/promise.

v. 2 - Abram was very rich - God has already begun to “bless” Abram with material blessings of livestock, silver 
and gold.  This is not the only way Abram is “blessed”, but it is one way. Some of this wealth came through the 
hand of the Egyptians who gave Abram many things when he unknowingly “borrowed” Abram’s wife for a season 
(12:6).  Nevertheless, Abram has accumulated this wealth and it will actually affect his future plans as we will 
now see.

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon

https://livingfaithri.org/noon/


Genesis 13:5-13 Lot & Abram Separate

The company of Abram and Lot is apparently bursting at the seams.  Their herds were growing, their people 
multiplying.  And there seems to not be enough room or resources for both groups.  And while there are a lot of 
people and animals and not a lot of room to move and graze  - there is plenty of room for strife.

Abram initiates a conversation with Lot to work towards a strife-free relationship an offers Lot the chance to 
choose where he would like to go.  Abram comes across as a kind and gracious man in this exchange.  Lot accepts 
Abram’s offer and chooses to move towards the land that looked fertile and was well watered -  - important 
qualities if you’ve got an abundance of livestock. 

The text tells us that this good looking land was “like the Garden of the LORD”.  It was near the city of Sodom and 
“the people of this area were extremely wicked and constantly sinned against the LORD.” (Genesis 13:13 NLT).  We’ll 
consider the wisdom of Lot’s choice below, but for now we see Abram and Lot working to solve their problem and 
eventually splitting up, hoping that will keep the peace.

Genesis 13:14-18 - The Promise Expands

Abram and Lot have now gone their separate ways and Abram finds himself in the less fertile land of Canaan in the 
region on Hebron.  He pitches his tent near the “oaks of Mamre” which were likely some sort of notable grouping of 
trees that provided a point of reference to where Abram was.

While he is there the LORD speaks to Abram again and expands the promise He originally made in Genesis 12.

God’s Promise (Genesis 12:2-3)

1 - I (God) will make (from) you a great nation
2 - I (God) will bless you
3 - I (God) will make your name (Abram) great
4 - You (Abram) will be a blessing
5 - I (God) will bless those people who bless you
6 - I (God) will curse those people who curse you
7 - Through you (Abram), all of the families of the earth will be blessed

God’s Promise [Expanded] (Genesis 13:14-17)

8 - I (God) will give you (Abram) all the land you see (N,S, E & W)
9 - I (God) will give this land to your (Abram’s) descendants forever
10 - I (God) make your (Abram’s) descendants innumerable, as the dust of the earth

This is an “expansion” of the original promise in a few ways. First, God is now clarifying which land He is giving 
to Abram.  It appears to be at least a portion of land he is currently residing in, Canaan.  All the land that 
Abram could “see” (13:14-15) and that would “walk about” (13:17) is the land God is giving to him.
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Secondly, God clarifies what it mean that Abram would be a “great nation” (Genesis 12:2) - apparently this 
has to do with literal descendants as opposed to just a lot of people in general, perhaps the large company 
he is traveling with.  God specifically says that this land will be given to Abram and his “descendants” 
(Hebrew: zera meaning “seed” or “offspring”).  And then God adds that this gifting is “forever”.

Can we pause for a second and remember an important detail: Abram doesn’t have any kids.

What does Abram believe about this?  Does he understand that God must be promising Him to have children? 
Does he not understand this part of the promise?  Has he reinterpreted “descendants” as relatives and not 
direct biological children and children’s children?  We don’t know.  But we can certainly imagine what must 
have been going through Abram’s head as He hears the most direct word on this curious subject.

As we button up the theological side of things, let’s consider what this Abrahamic promise is doing from God’s 
perspective. God created the world and gave it to Adam and Eve. He blessed them and told them to be fruitful and 
multiply.  Adam and Eve sinned, the world is cursed and God’s original plan is put on “pause” as He works for 
reconciliation with humanity, creatures so often prone to rebel. 

So God calls Abram and says “Abram, I want to bless you and the whole world through you.” He now tells Abram that 
he’s giving him and his people a portion of this earth (land) forever.  And these people, will be innumerable, like the 
dust of the earth.  In other words, Abram, I will make you fruitful and will multiply you on the earth. 

While we don’t have all of the scope or details of what will become God’s full plan or restoration, the clear and 
intentional seeds of that restoration are being planted here.

That’s the theology.  Now let’s consider the practical inspiration of this chapter.

One of the great lessons comes from the record of Lot and Abram’s separation.  Here’s the lesson: things aren’t always 
as good as they seem.  Most Bible readers see Lot’s choice to live near Sodom as a bad choice. Lot moves to Sodom!  Even 
if you aren’t familiar with what happens a few chapters later (Sodom is destroyed for it’s incredible evil), the 
narrator lets you know “this was before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah” (13:10).  We’re reading along and 
yelling into the book “no, Lot, don’t do it!” like we would at the movie screen when we see a character opening the 
wrong door or turning down the wrong road.  But of course Lot can’t hear us and he doesn’t know what we know.  
Neither does Abram for that matter.

Sometimes the road God wants us to walk down is the one that looks “good”. The land that is “well watered” is the 
obviously the “better” choice and so it’s the “God-choice” right?  Maybe.  Maybe not.  Sometimes the road that God 
wants us to walk down is the one that doesn’t look as “good” because He is there and has better things for us in that 
place.  Our temptation is to think that things that look good are right and things that don’t look as good aren’t 
right.
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Sodom looked like the better choice.  But it wasn’t.  Hebron looked like the wrong choice.  But it wasn’t.  And the 
reason why is because God was in Hebron, and He wasn’t in Sodom.  We look at how “well watered” a place is - how 
smooth things are working, how happy people seem to be, where there is abundance or prosperity and we assume it’s 
where God is.  But God is not looking at the outward appearance of the place, he is looking at the heart of the matter 
and what is best for our relationship with Him, not our comfort zones.  Sodom looked good on the outside, but was a 
place of death on the inside and for many, that reality isn’t clear until it’s too late.  

The land Abram chose was the land God chose for Him. It was in the land of Canaan that God again visited with Abram 
and expanded the great Abrahamic promise.

Lot “lifted up his eyes and saw” (13:10).  The LORD lifted Abram’s eyes up to ‘look” (13:14).  Lot saw what the land 
before him was like.  Abram saw what the future before him was going to be.

The question we must ask is “God, where do you want me to go?”  “Lord, where do you want me to be”.  “Father, where 
are you leading me”.  And we make our decisions based on the answer to those questions.

When you look around at where you are going to go with your life, there might look like there is a better job out 
there, there might look like there is a better relationship out there, there might look like there is a better church out 
there, there might look like there is a better way to find joy out there, there might look like there is a better way to 
fix your problems out there…

But just because it “looks” better doesn’t mean it is better.  What matters is where God is.  As the famous line goes 
“looks can be deceiving.”  Indeed.  However, committing, like Abram, to faithfully follow and obey the LORD, in spite 
of what it might “look like” is always better. Always.
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